
Rotorua U14 Development Tournament 28 – 30 August 2009 
 
Congratulations and well done to the Marist U14 Boys Development squad that went to Rotorua 
last weekend. Our boys finished a creditable 3rd after losing narrowly 6 -5 in pool rounds to 
eventual winners North Harbour, and 6 -4 to second place getters Waikato. Marist played 
Tauranga in the playoffs for third and fourth after we had already lost 5 – 6 to them in pool play. 
The playoff game was played with pace, and there was nothing between the two teams. Ben 
Buchanan and John Norton played strongly upfront with tenacious support from Stephen Duggan, 
Conrad Smith and Jarred Durling. With full-time beckoning and down 8 - 9, Marist’s Tim Tolley 
pushed a ball into the goal right on the sound of the hooter. Was it a goal…………? The referee’s 
deliberated……YESSSSSS! At 9 – 9 the game went into extra time golden goal.  
 
Marist coach James Kidd kept the team composed going into the final moments of play. A timely 
and strategic time out bewildered Tauranga’s defence. At the sound of restart, Marist in 
possession, found the right flank open. From wide out, left hander Reuben Puketapu drove the 
ball past the defence and goalkeeper – GOAL. 
 
Pulsating as it was, this was sweet victory given the narrow losses during pool play. The team 
participated well and their performance (for a team that only came together for the tournament) 
was a huge tribute to the coaching of James Kidd and ably assisted by Manager Nyree Smith. 
From parents and supporters, a huge thanks to them both for a successful weekend. Thanks also 
to the parent helpers during the weekend – Wendy Norton, Penny Buchanan, Jim Puketapu and 
Guy Whately. 
 
Acknowledgement must also go to Tim Tolley for his consistency during the tournament and 
being named in the 7 man tournament team. Well done Tim. 
 
Results 
 

 
 
Team members – Front (L – R) Robert Humby, Stephen Duggan, Tim Tolley, Ben Buchanan, 
Jamie Faulconbridge, Reuben Puketapu, James Kidd, Jarred Durling. 
Standing (Rear) EJ Caldwell, Tom Cathro, Tristan Ware, Marshall Norbitt, Conrad Smith, John 
Norton. 
Harry Whately was absent for the photo as he was being presented with player (Rugby) of the 
year for his school – (good stuff Harry). �
�

 

Team   Marist 
Tauranga 6 5 
Waikato 6 4 
Rotorua 2 9 
North Harbour 6 5 
Mountford 6 7 
    
Tauranga (P/O) 9 10 


